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STATEMENT FROM OUR
CHAIR 

2021

FFor this year, my most important message

is to pay tribute to the amazing dedication

and commitment of our hard-working

volunteers, staff, trustees, and supporters

who have seen us through these turbulent

times. We would also like to thank our Chief

Executive, Annemarie Ward, who continues

to inspire us with her energy, passion, and

courage as an authentic leader of the UK

Recovery Movement.

 

After 10 years of austerity and the heart-

breaking loss of thousands of lives, we have

at last seen a real commitment from the

Scottish government to invest in the

treatment and recovery system. FAVOR UK is

proud of the role that we have played in

bringing about social change through our

recovery activism, and representing the

voice of recovering people from across our

extensive membership network. At times

that voice was angry, which is

understandable given the level of grief and

trauma that has impacted our community, as

we have all lost friends and loved ones

during this difficult time. We now have an

equally important role to play, in

partnership with the Scottish and other UK

Governments and all our stakeholders in

ensuring that the new investment is used

wisely to rebuild the system, informed by

the expertise and collective wisdom of

people in recovery - from across our diverse

communities.



2021

This year, we have tirelessly campaigned for a

Bill of Rights which states that all people have a

right to recover from addiction, and is a call for

action to make sure people have equitable

choice and access to treatment intervention

regardless of wealth or postcode. We are

receiving a broad spectrum of support from

leading treatment providers, politicians,

decision makers, and our dream as we go to

print is that this will translate into legislation,

which would be one of the most significant shifts

in addiction policy for decades. Alongside our

campaigning and work with the media, we have

also not forgotten our much-loved annual

recovery walk and conference, which took place

in Newcastle, but because of COVID many had to

join us virtually, this year was small but intimate

and we are immensely grateful to everyone who

worked so hard to pull it together. This year we

have also secured new funding and have been

able to employ a fantastic team of staff,

enabling us to scale up our desperately needed

advocacy work. This funding will start to work

towards ensuring an equitable playing field for

people accessing treatment.

As we emerge from many of the COVID

restrictions, we are looking forward to meeting

old friends and new through more face-to-face

events, and building on our achievements to

date. A key aim this year is to establish a more

sustainable funding base, as despite the

continued generosity of our long term sponsors

our finances are precarious at the best of times,

and it is important to the trustees that we are

able to offer our talented staff a stable future. 



2021

To this end, we look forward to continuing our

constructive dialogue with government officials,

as we believe that our bedrock of support from

within the community and extensive track

record of recovery advocacy, has established our

credentials beyond doubt as a vital building

block in the nation’s future treatment and

recovery system.

- Jon Royle

 



ANNEMARIE  WARD,  
CHIEF  EXECUTIVE

Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you
for being interested in our work, and whether you are a
person in or seeking recovery, a commissioner, a funder, a
critic, or a member of the media - we want to extend a
warm hand of friendship, and our heartfelt gratitude for all
of your support through engagements, or otherwise, across
this last year. We hope that you will enjoy reading about
our work, and we would like to encourage you to get
involved in any way that you think you can. 

We need many friends, allies, and supporters to progress
our campaign work and to also help us develop our new
advocacy case worker service. It is important to note
however, that whilst we care deeply about how all of our
stakeholders perceive what we are doing, and are always
open to guidance or support about how we can do that
better - our loyalty remains always to those still seeking
help, and with the recovery community across the UK, and
the rest of the world. It is by remaining loyal to our core
mission that we are able to build and develop in good
conscience, and stay the course. We will always endeavour
to continue to fight for equal access and choice of high-
quality service provision to be available to all, regardless of
social or economic status.  

I am certain that you will see from this year's report that
there has been a colossal amount of work achieved by our
little organisation, but even more so that our value as a
authentic lived-experience charity is recognised, respected,
and amplified by our contributions to the work of many
leading addiction field charities. Our new relationships with
cross sector organisations have not only been fruitful and
enlightening, but have also inspired and influenced the
direction in which we will grow in. 

 



Increasing number of people who were still dying from
preventable overdoses
Individuals and family members who were reporting
inequitable opportunities accessing residential
treatment. There appeared to be a postcode lottery
with some local authorities investing more than others
People were unaware of their rights to accessing
publicly funded drug and alcohol treatment, and had no
independent advocacy when they needed it
There wasn’t enough investment in the treatment for
trauma – often one of the underlying reasons for
problematic substance use
We saw an unacceptable level of stigma around people
with living and lived experiences in workplaces and in
the mainstream media. Unhelpful and often
discriminatory language and labels were still being used
with impunity
We heard that the voices of living and lived experiences
were sometimes cherry-picked, and that not everyone
was invited to the table

The pandemic gave us time to reflect on our aims, and to
re-evaluate the direction of our charity.

Together, we considered the current UK landscape for
people with addictions, and reflected on what we were
seeing and hearing over the last few years, including:

In April 2021, we re-visited our aims, and made the decision
to refocus our organisational direction on our campaigning
and advocacy activities, whilst still retaining some of our
core activities, such as our National UK Recovery Walk and
Annual Conference. 

We are going to be brave and outspoken – calling out social
injustice and encouraging our communities to speak out for

themselves. We will become a vehicle for the voice of
conscience, holding people to account for what we believe is

right. We will continue to develop campaigns such as
#Youkeeptalkingwekeepdying – reminding society that deaths

from overdoses and addiction are preventable, and leave
behind decimated families and communities.



1135 Incoming Telephone contacts
3128 Website Downloads  
Over 3000 email correspondences 
120 Workforce trained
32,069 Website views
182 Members added
117 Community contacts added
9 Workshop events
6 Drug death events 
Over 1million social media interactions 
£ 52,291 raised through fundraising

I hope you enjoy this report and the synopsis of some of our
key achievements this year, and we want you to get in
touch if you don’t! Especially if you can help make us better! 

Our summarised figures for 2020/21, are:

Thank you to all of our funders, sponsors, and volunteers! 

We literally could not function without you.

- Annemarie Ward



STIGMA



FAVOR

The guiding vision of our work is to create a world in which “people with a
history of alcohol and other drug problems, people in recovery, and people at
risk for these problems are valued and treated with dignity, and where stigma,
accompanying attitudes, prejudice, shame, discrimination, and other barriers to
recovery are removed.

This year we produced several publications that aimed to change community
perception of addiction in the UK. If we are able to help people with this
medical illness, we have to stop blaming them for making “bad lifestyle choices,”
and dismissing them as inherently bad, or morally weak. 

Instead, we must recognize the complex web of social, genetic, and
environmental factors that can lead to alcohol and other drug dependencies,
and understand that addiction is rooted in changes to the brain that impact
judgement, decision making, and self-control.

We hope that by highlighting our personal stories, by bringing them to life, and
sharing our experiences of recovery from this disease, we begin to challenge
the prevailing view that people suffering from addiction are moral degenerates,
and criminally minded. 

Our publication, Working Together to Challenge Stigma to Save Lives, offered
23 recommendations to the Scottish Government in regards to reducing the
highest drug death rate in Europe, and is currently being updated to reflect the
wider UK recovery landscape whilst being designed to influence government
policy. The publication follows recommendations that came from a mixture of
sources, including: grieving loved ones, professional peers, academics, and
recovering people - all of whom were saying difficult, but honest truths. and all
of whom felt that they were being resolutely ignored, and severely let down.

http://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/working-together-challenge-stigma-save-lifes/
https://theferret.scot/families-fighting-save-lives-drug-deaths/
https://www.phoenix-futures.org.uk/phoenix-futures-scotland/meet-phoenix-futures-scotland/
https://research-portal.uws.ac.uk/en/publications/time-to-look-beyond-ageing-as-a-factor-alternative-explanations-f
https://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/stories-love-loss-hope/


FAVOR

Tackling stigma and debunking myths has never been for the fainthearted,
especially when you are the one who is experiencing that very stigma and
discrimination. We would like to extend a big shout out, and a special thanks to
the nine courageous folks for their willingness to let their faces and voices be
visible and heard in our publication of LOVE LOSS & HOPE .

https://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/stories-love-loss-hope/


ABSTINENCE SERVICES 



FAVOR

One fallacy we see cropping up all the time is that - the idea that the UK &amp;
Scotland in particular has since 2010 had a treatment system focused on
abstinence-based recovery or helping people get “clean.”
 
It is not hard to find politicians, or commentators claiming that is what we
have, but the reality is in what is funded and delivered on the ground. The
story of the last 12 years is of all services being stretched and funding cut, at a
time when drug problems were diversifying and deepening. Within that overall
picture, it is unequivocable that it is the recovery/abstinence arm of services
that have been most depleted. We are grateful that the vast majority of the
£600 million spent by taxpayers on the treatment system is still spent on OST,
excellent harm reduction interventions, and one-to-one case management.

FAVOR UK will endeavour to continue to highlight the imbalance, and will
continue to call for a national specification to ring fence residential rehab
provision. It has never been more important to distinguish political rhetoric
from reality, and the reality is that the current system literally rations care for
the most vulnerable who are unable to pay for it themselves - and each area of
care has to be massively invested in, if we are to see any real change.

Our residential rehab publication clearly demonstrates that many of the
problems with regulatory bodies, and money supposed to be ring fenced, being
spent on resources as obscure as food and travel vouchers. The recently
published residential rehab report from our friends & partners at Phoenix
Future’s inspired by some of our work, goes on to highlight this deficit with
sufficient depth and weight, and that we hope brings not only a significant shift
in investment, but also in the culture of commissioning, and the treatment
landscape. 

https://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/residential-rehab-in-scotland/
https://www.phoenix-futures.org.uk/files/b417f2b855a31a9c2228a1d1253b5b27.pdf


FAVOR

In 2020, we estimated that there were 70 funded places, but this estimate
triggered the Scottish government to do their own enquiry that showed in
actual fact that Scotland’s rehab beds numbered around 365, but of that
number only an estimated 22/26 beds were actually funded and accessible to
ordinary people in Scotland. Over 100 of those beds were not available to
people from Scotland and self-funding contributed to over a third (36.8%) of
placements, around a quarter (27.4%) were funded by Social Security payments
and charitable funding, whilst private insurance was used to fund around one
in five (22.0%) places. The actual number of funded places from the Alcohol and
Drug Partnerships (ADPs) funded little more than a tenth of the 265 beds
available (22,) that could be accounted for. Only 22 funded beds for all of
Scotland’s people was nothing short of catastrophic for the politicians in
charge, and highlighted Scotland’s leadership in the addiction field was well and
truly asleep at the wheel.

The usual rehab doesn’t work for everyone arguments have been challenged
now that the government’s own figures showed how few people were actually
getting access to this life saving treatment. Our report also highlighted 23 other
vital life saving actions that needed to be invested in, if we wanted to see the
drug deaths start to decline, and that it was no longer acceptable to pitch one
potential lifesaving/giving pathway against the other in a fight for resources and
investment. 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2020/12/residential-rehabilitation-scotland-service-mapping-report-2019-20/documents/residential-rehabilitation-scotland-service-mapping-report-2019-20/residential-rehabilitation-scotland-service-mapping-report-2019-20/govscot%3Adocument/residential-rehabilitation-scotland-service-mapping-report-2019-20.pdf
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/campaigners-call-scotland-increase-residential-23349519
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/campaigners-call-scotland-increase-residential-23349519
https://www.facebook.com/544733322238610/videos/1319872341530524
https://www.facebook.com/544733322238610/videos/1319872341530524
https://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/working-together-challenge-stigma-save-lifes/






COVID



FAVOR

When the COVID pandemic started, we moved our monthly gatherings online.
The politicians stayed engaged, and more people contributed to the call to
action for real change and investment from across the UK. Using technology
allowed more people to contribute, and engage than ever before. Each of our
events have now been viewed over a thousand times and some as much as
almost 3 thousand times. This widened the conversation and allowed us to
communicate what we were trying to do in a much more effective and concise
way. 

https://www.facebook.com/544733322238610/videos/1110925665936654


BREAKTHROUGH



FAVOR

Due to our relentless campaigning In April 2020, we saw the biggest injection of
funding ever in the history of the addiction field, worth £50 million a year, and
included an annual “£20million to offer residential rehab to every person who
asks for it”. At the time of writing, we are investigating if the money specifically
for rehab has reached the people who need it, and unfortunately it does not
look good. Initial scopes of increase in beds have proven devastating for
campaigners with figures as little as only 15 to bed new bed places having
become available. In January 2022, it will be one year since the funding was
announced and 20 million has the potential to pay for over 4000 12-week
placements/beds. FAVOR UK will be monitoring this and the other promised
funding closely, and will continue to apply scrutiny and pressure to all. 

This increase in investment not only will help save lives, it is also an
acknowledgement from the Scottish Government that they had not done
enough, which was met with  an apology from Scottish First Minister, Nicola
Sturgeon. 

This was shortly followed by a £148 million announcement in funding from the
UK government - 80 million of which is for Tier 4 (rehab services) in England.
Again, we are in no doubt this money would not have come forward had it not
been for our relentless campaigning. 

Our job now is to remain vigilant to the gatekeeping, bed blocking, and other
barriers that prevent us from getting access and choice of treatment. This work
recently has included working alongside, and in partnership, with Shelter
Scotland to make sure that no one has to choose between their health and
their home, but to also make sure that the complacency and hand wringing of
earlier years never happens again.

https://www.gov.scot/news/new-funds-for-drugs-services/
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-funds-for-drugs-services/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/nicola-sturgeon-announces-50m-annual-23353906
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/nicola-sturgeon-announces-50m-annual-23353906
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/nicola-sturgeon-announces-50m-annual-23353906
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/nicola-sturgeon-announces-50m-annual-23353906
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/148-million-to-cut-drugs-crime
https://blog.scotland.shelter.org.uk/housing-health-health-housing/


RECOVERY MONTH AND ARCO



FAVOR

A link to our brochure and full details for this year’s walk conference and service
can be found, here.

Our 2021 UK Recovery Walk was a much smaller, scaled down event in
Newcastle this year, but many people took the opportunity to tune in online as
well. Over the last 13 years the walks and annual conference (this year’s theme
being LGBT) have been organised by local community groups and in
partnership with treatment agencies, people in recovery, and their families and
friends. This is to show that permanent recovery from alcohol and other drug
problems is not only possible but a reality, and this year was no different. Our
primary purpose is to engage those who are still living with addiction, and
create a world in which recovery is supported and celebrated. We walk and talk
each year to remind ourselves of this and to send a message to those still
wounded, that we can, and do - recover. 

One of the key messages of each walk, and the charity itself, is that there are
many pathways to long-term recovery from alcohol and other drug problems,
and that all are a cause for celebration. Those advocates who have forged the
grassroots Recovery Movement across the UK represent a broad spectrum of
religious, spiritual, and secular pathways to recovery, with a variety of recovery
practices within these different pathways.

We come together at each walk, united together, to celebrate them all. 

We were blessed this year in that we had the energy, expertise, and a full-blown
whirlwind of energy and enthusiasm that is our new Board member: Calliese.
Calliese helped us reach over 30,000 people online during our recovery month
events.

Here’s what she had to say about it. 

https://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/favor2021.pdf
https://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/favor2021.pdf
https://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/recovery-month-2021-when-we-include-you-in-our-plans/


FAVOR

Calliese and Naetha have been a tremendous support this year &amp; not only
did they help recovery month reach so many people but they also through their
energy and skills into helping us develop Association of Recovery Communities
(ARCO). 

Our fledgling association held its first gathering on Zoom on November 21, and
was attended by several fully fledged members, and many more interested
individuals and organisations aspiring to come on board and join us. We will
work and support these organisations and individuals to reach the needed
criteria for membership over the next year, in order to help us all share our
growth, development, and resources with each other as we continue to
collaborate and thrive together.



FAVOR



FAVOR



FAVOR









CAMPAIGNING DRUG CONSUMPTION ROOMS



FAVOR

The focus of our campaigns will always be to advocate for balanced investment
across all evidence-based treatments that have been proven to save, and give,
people their lives back. 

There are many occasions throughout our work where our members felt gaslit
and were being deliberately misconstrued. Our strapline as an organisation
since 2009 has always been that there are many pathways to recovery, and all
are a cause for celebration. These attacks I believe were probably borne of
ignorance rather than malice. I was also reminded of the very real need as a
human being to belong and identify with a tribe. However, we emphasised that
regardless of your tribe, there are more issues that need to be fixed in the
addiction field where we can unite, than those that divide, particularly around
investment of resources to give us every opportunity to find a path that suits
our needs. 

We were also relentless in our campaigning this year to bring on board the
political parties, organisations, and individuals opposed to the introduction of
Drug Consumption Rooms. We were able to take part in over 30 media
discussions, press radio, and film to put the argument forward and were
constantly met with politicians who were opposed across the UK. On November
21st, we were delighted to see the Scottish Conservative party relent in their
opposition, and agree that the DCRs could be piloted unopposed by them in
Scotland. 

We were also grateful that they credited the work of FAVOR UK with this
turnaround in their thinking. We will continue to take the same compassionate
evidence based advocacy until we see DCR’s available across the UK. 

https://news.stv.tv/politics/douglas-ross-scottish-tories-wont-oppose-drug-consumption-rooms-pilot?top


ANTI-STIGMA LANGUAGE MATTERS REPORT



FAVOR

Our work has always focused on tackling stigma and this year we were
delighted to partner with many organisations to take that forward. One of the
publications we worked on was with Phoenix futures’ language matters - a
Recovery Friendly Language guide.

We developed the language guide in partnership between Phoenix Futures and
FAVOR, and in consultation with people with lived and living experiences of
using drugs and alcohol dependently. 

It is aimed at people who work with people who use drugs and alcohol, people
who work in the media, professionals, and the general public. 
Most people with living or lived experience of using substances have their own
use of language that is meaningful to them, however, it can often be
misunderstood or not understood at all by those outside of their communities.
The guide is intended to offer recommendations on using language to
empower people in active addiction and recovery, and to reinforce the impact
of person-centred language on challenging stigma.

The guide is by no means intended to influence how people in recovery or
active addiction choose to self-identify when talking about themselves, or
suggest what language they should use to describe their own experiences
when talking to people either inside, or outside of their communities. 

This guide is an ongoing piece of work, as the use of language evolves over time
to reflect our changing lives, circumstances, experiences, and culture. As such
the guide will be updated to reflect that shift.

https://www.phoenix-futures.org.uk/about-phoenix-futures/spotlight-on-recovery/anti-stigma-end-discrimination/language-matters/
https://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/
https://www.phoenix-futures.org.uk/about-phoenix-futures/spotlight-on-recovery/anti-stigma-end-discrimination/language-matters/


FAVOR



FAVOR



THROUGH TAKING ACTION ON ADDICTION



FAVOR

One of the highlights of our year was working in partnership with other leading
charities to take forward Addiction Awareness Week (18th-24th October) in
order to drive awareness and understanding of addiction. Hosted by Ant and
Dec, The Duchess of Cambridge launched the campaign with a keynote speech.
The event screened a short film challenging misunderstandings about
addiction, and was closed by Tom Walker, who gave a special performance of
his worldwide hit (about addiction) “Leave A Light On.”

Hosts Ant and Dec commented: 

“Most importantly, misunderstanding and fear can stop people asking for
help early. This campaign, launched today by all of you and the amazing
charities in the room, seeks to change that, and we are delighted to join
you at its launch event.”

Supporting charities include The Amy Winehouse Foundation, Steps 2 Recovery,
Phoenix Futures, Music Support, FAVOR, NACOA, and the Kaleidoscope Project.
In the UK the number of people affected by addiction and its consequences is
consistently rising. A national YouGov poll commissioned by The Forward Trust
to mark Addiction Awareness Week reveals that over 64% of all adults know of
someone struggling with an addiction*. Despite this, half of respondents said
they lacked understanding of the condition. It is these misunderstanding
charities seek to change so more people can spot symptoms earlier before
devastating consequences can take hold.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIQ_zrsjKC0


As Patron of The Forward Trust, The
Duchess stated: 

“Addiction is not a choice. No one
chooses to become an addict. But it can
happen to any one of us. None of us
are immune. Yet it’s all too rarely
discussed as a serious mental health
condition. And seldom do we take the
time to uncover and fully understand its
fundamental root causes. 

The journey towards addiction is often
multi-layered and complex. But, by
recognising what lies beneath addiction,
we can help remove the taboo and
shame that sadly surrounds it. As a
society, we need to start from a position
of compassion and empathy. 

Where we nurture those around us,
understand their journey, and what has
come before them. We need to value
and prioritise care and support, helping
to restore and connect individuals who
are clearly suffering, to the people
around them.”







QUALITY INDEX TOOLKIT



FAVOR

Our work this year included ongoing development of Our Quality Index toolkit. 
Work began in January 2019 to put together a quality index toolkit for
employers employing people in recovery. This toolkit will ensure that people in
recovery are being treated fairly and employers are held to the highest account
in doing so. 

The toolkit will provide employers with guidance on what to expect from people
in recovery and how best to nurture, support, and respect the individual’s
recovery journey. The guidance once completed will also offer a variety of best
practice guidelines on promotion, discipline, relapse, and a variety of other
topics that are starting to be discussed at a workshop level. 

As with everything we create we are talking to a wide variety of stakeholders
including people in recovery treatment, their friends and family, and workers in
and out of the addiction field (including input so far from: Arriva, PHE, CGL,
Recovery connections, Humankind, Bridge, and Reach Advocacy). 

Work has definitely slowed on this primarily because we do not have the staff to
take it forward, and despite engaging many volunteers to help it really does
require a project manager, so there is still time if you, or your organisation
would like to be involved in developing this exciting piece of work, please do not
hesitate to get in touch as much hard work has been done already. It has the
potential to deeply influence and change how every work place in the UK treats
people in suffering from, and recovering from, substance use disorder.



 UK RECOVERY DECLARATION OF RIGHTS



FAVOR

The UK Recovery Declaration of Rights continues to draw and gain support
with 142 services and 48 MPs having endorsed and signed up to it. This piece
of work is unprecedented in a field that works constantly in isolation, conflict,
and competition and in itself is a piece of unity and focus. THE UK DOR is a
statement of the principle that all people have a right to recover from addiction
to alcohol and other drugs. We called on all our friends, family, loved ones, and
many of our elected officials at Westminster to act in order to build
communities of recovery that will support those people and their families still
needing help, and to end discrimination.

We will continue to invite you, your organisations, and your local elected
representatives to endorse The UK Recovery Declaration of Rights.
Please also pass on to any organisation that you think would be interested in
endorsing.

Please download the latest version of the poster by clicking HERE

https://twitter.com/hashtag/unprecedented?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/isolation?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/conflict?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Competition?src=hashtag_click
http://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/DOR.pdf
http://www.facesandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/DOR.pdf


OORBILL



FAVOR

We don’t always have the capacity to reflect, or even to tell you about the work
we are involved in. We have certainly never been an organisation who
promotes our achievements, primarily because there is still much to do before
people with addiction disorders are treated fairly and with compassion. 

We are currently involved in developing legislative work with senior and junior
counsel in Scotland and internationally to make sure that no person in the UK
will ever have to fight for their right to access or choice of treatment. We hope
one day that the inhumane barbarism and insanity of our current system will
soon become a distant, but bad memory that we look back on with horror. 

Our Right to Recovery Bill (that was originally called the Drug and Alcohol
Treatment (Scotland) Bill) is currently out for consultation in Scotland (but
welcomes contributions from across the UK) has the ability to bring in the
investment that Dame Carol Black so clearly and articulately lays out the case
for in her review. Quite simply, this desperately needed investment will not
come while conditions insist that treatment agencies work in isolation, conflict,
and competition with each other. Unless we change the law to make sure that
people suffering from addiction can have their rights enshrined in law, we will
always be begging for, or fighting each other for, crumbs from the table. 

Engaging with our friends at Shelter Scotland while we worked on the “dual HB”
issue for rehab in Scotland over the last 18 months has proven to be both
intense and enlightening. We feel the knowledge we have learned from the
housing/homeless sector has the potential to bring in the much-needed
changes to transform our field, and develop ways of working outside the
current parameters. 



FAVOR

The often-touted Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011 does not allow a legal
challenge to decisions (see section 20). So therefore, the argument that
people in addiction have challengeable rights under this Act is flawed, or at
least wouldn’t have the same level of accountability as those in the
homeless system can expect.   
With addiction, in its purest form, being exempt as an impairment under
the Equality Act 2010 and a Human Rights Act challenge being a lengthy
process - we need instant judicial accountability; Our proposed Bill brings
that.  
We already have the Code of Guidance in Homelessness, this can be
likened to the MAT Standards or the ‘Orange Book’, but the Code is openly
ignored in many cases, even with the backing of the 1987 Act. The
proposed Bill will do the same to MAT & ‘Orange Book’ as the 1987 Act does
to the Homelessness Code of Guidance - allowing us to legally challenge
any failings. Without legal underpinning we can expect any new guidance to
be ignored at will.  
The Bill is ALL treatment options (a path maker from DCR’s to rehab, HR to
Recovery, from methadone to buvidal) no matter where you live. It allows
the individual to build a care plan, whatever they choose that to be, and
that plan becomes a legal document - challengeable by law if not adhered
to. Similarly, a decision must be given in writing, and so can be scrutinised
and challenged – if necessary. It doesn't force one option over another,
which is currently the case for many people seeking services.  
This proposed Bill gives a solid foundation across the spectrum of choices
and chances people need to get and stay well – similar to what we have in
the "world leading" homeless laws. It gives something we can build
progressive policies on, knowing they are backed by judicial powers if needs
be. No one in the homeless sector says we don't need the 1987 Act. They
do not question the enforceable rights it brings, nor what political party
developed it, it’s worth more than that. This Bill can be our 1987 act.  

Some of this work has highlighted: 



Developing our embryonic cross sector coalition has already given us much
needed seeds of experience, perspective, and strength that we hadn’t been
able to access before, and we will continue to reach out building common
ground with friends and allies from across the UK.

This Bill deserves cross party support, as this is a human rights issue which
goes beyond politics. This bill makes rights effective for some of the most
vulnerable and disenfranchised in our society. The right to recovery and to
treatment has to mean just that. It should be set down in law, and be legally
enforceable. 

This bill is about moving from words to solutions which are based upon lived
experience.

FAVOR



FAVOR

Jeremy Corbyn supports the Right to Recovery Bill, find out why, here

https://twitter.com/FAVORUK/status/1458819828224086024?s=20
https://twitter.com/FAVORUK/status/1458819828224086024?s=20
https://twitter.com/FAVORUK/status/1458819828224086024?s=20
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One of the most important things our work in recent years has shown us is our
value as recovering people. None of this would have happened without the
support, persistence, and tenacity of the recovery community. Over the last 13
years we have led the recovery community into becoming more visible, and
more vocal across the UK. 

Since the beginning, we have operated on a shoestring budget never knowing
from one month to the next whether we will be able to carry on. It is now time
to reflect back to us that value by proper investment. 

We are the addiction field's greatest asset. We are asking all of our supporters,
sponsors, and investors to come forward, and help us gain the financial stability
we need to strategically grow and develop. 

Valuable?

It is our belief that our true value as recovering people has not yet been fully
recognised by the addiction industry, or governments of the UK - and that it is
currently being acknowledged only in a tokenistic and perfunctory way. We
know what value we can bring to influence and change for the better, including:
policy, strategy, and operations, but we rarely get the chance to do so in any
meaningful way. 

It is FAVOR UKs mission to change that. 

We again call out for unity this year to help those who are suffering. Unity
across our field is essential if we are to be effective advocates for a range of
harm reduction and recovery support services. We cannot allow ourselves to
be divided, and we must: advocate for the complete range of interventions that
keep people alive who are still in active addiction, reduce the societal impact of
their substance use, and also support them in long term recovery. This begins
with the recognition that there are many pathways to recovery, and all are a
cause for celebration.



FINAL THOUGHTS
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We hope you enjoy reading about some of the work we chose to highlight in
the report this year, and always welcome your feedback and comments about
how we are doing, and especially how we can develop and do better. 

We wish to extend our heartfelt thanks to all of our loyal individual and
corporate supporters and donors, to our volunteers who worked so hard at
our various events and activities throughout the year, and to all of those who
took part in fundraising events around the country. We certainly couldn’t do our
work without each and every penny and person who willingly (and freely!) gives
us their time, energy, and support. 

I would also like to share my deep appreciation of the hard work and loyalty
that our many volunteers have shown throughout the busy year. It never
ceases to amaze me how such a small team can achieve so much.

Hugs and thanks to you all - especially anyone we have forgotten. 

We have had a lot of help, and couldn’t have done it without you all.
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