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Public Report on Scotland’s Sudden Death Crisis

Introduction

Scotland faces a dire situation with an increasing number of sudden, avoidable
deaths, particularly drug-related fatalities. This report, informed by in-depth
analysis and personal narratives, reveals systemic failures in the investigation and
reporting of these deaths and suggests a path forward that prioritizes compassion,
transparency, and family involvement.

Crisis Overview

The crisis extends across various causes of death, with drug fatalities standing
out due to their frequency and the mishandling of investigations. The current
system, characterized by a lack of scrutiny and effective data use, hinders
learning from these tragedies and prevents meaningful action.

Investigation and Data Failures

Investigations led by the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS)
and the Scottish Fatalities Investigation Unit (SFIU) often lack the depth and
integrity needed to uncover the truth behind sudden deaths. There is a disturbing
trend of reclassifying potential homicides as suicides or accidents, which,
combined with a lack of transparent and accountable processes, obscures the real
issues and stifles necessary public dialogue.

Families in the Fight for Justice

Families affected by these systemic failures share harrowing experiences of
ignored evidence and manipulated findings. Their struggle for recognition and
justice highlights the urgent need for reform in how sudden deaths are
investigated and how families are involved in the process.
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Statistical Analysis and Misdirection

Statistical analysis shows a deceptive portrayal of homicide rates and causes of
death, masking the reality of the crisis. The implementation of the SFIU and
changes in reporting practices correlate with an artificial reduction in homicide
rates, raising questions about the authenticity of reported improvements.

Need for Systemic Change

The current structure fails to hold responsible parties accountable, resulting in a
trivialization of the crisis. The low public scrutiny and delayed responses to
sudden deaths underscore a system that prioritizes institutional reputation over
the well-being and justice for individuals and families.

Comparative Insights

Looking at the practices in other countries, like England, Wales, and Ireland,
reveals a stark contrast in handling sudden deaths, particularly with the more
inclusive and transparent coroner's inquest system.

Conclusion and Call to Action

The crisis of sudden death in Scotland requires immediate attention and
substantial reform. By embracing a more thorough, family-centric approach and
learning from successful models in other jurisdictions, Scotland can address this
crisis effectively. It’s time for Scotland to acknowledge the gravity of the
situation and commit to a system that values every life and learns from every
loss.

This FAVORUK public report aims to shed light on the ongoing crisis and

catalyse the necessary conversations and actions to initiate real and lasting
change in Scotland’s approach to sudden deaths.
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For more information please contact Annemarie@faceandvoicesofrecoveryuk.org or
stuartgraham.graham@gmail.com

A Crisis in Sudden Death

The need for change and a way forward

Stuart Graham 31st March 2024
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WHO WE ARE

FAVOR UK is a UK-wide based charitable think tank and human rights advocacy service led by people
with living and lived experience of alcohol and other drugs representing the voices of communities
affected by addiction. We are a UK wide membership organisation with over 5000 members. We are
also a advocacy case worker service provider. We are led, developed, managed and sustained by lived

experience professionals

ADVOCATE
We provide the knowledge
and tools required to ensure
people are aware of their own
rights and have the
confidence to voice them.

Ta save and
improve the lives

of people balanced
affected by investment into
alcohol and other treatment
drugs by services by public

providing a voice

of conscience, funders.

To encourage and
promote a more

bhodies and other

WHAT WE DO

CAMPAIGN
We challenge public policy in
order to remove obstacles
and promote equitable access
to treatment systems and
options.

OUR AIMS

Increase society's
understanding of
the links between
trauma and the
use of alcohal and
other drugs,
promoting the
values of patience
and empathy.
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To influence and
shape public
policy, removing
the tokenism
arocund the way
that the voices of
living and lived
experiences are
heard.

CHALLENGE 5TIGMA
We call out stigma and
promote equality for people
with living and lived
experience of alcohol and
other drugs.

To celebrate and
promote a culture
of hope through
the UK Recovery
Walk, and inviting
communities to
wallk with us
through towns
and cities across
the UK.





